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Bibliography Introduction and Guide 

This bibliography is intended to be an up-to-date resource for studying and 
researching contemporary Afghanistan, particularly the post-1979 period. The 
publications that are regularly added are now confined to English-language articles, 
reports and books. 

The vast majority of sources included are from after the late 1970s, except for in the 
bibliography section on ethnic groups and, to a lesser extent, on Islam. We did not 
compile sources on linguistics, art, literature, pre-/mid-20th Century history or on the 
natural sciences (unless applied to resource management). You should be able to 
find sources such as these in some of the various standard Afghanistan 
bibliographies that have been published in book form. However, these bibliographies 
(listed in the appendix) are out of date by 10 to 40 years. 

This bibliography may be updated in the future. Check the Afghanistan Analyst 
Network website for new editions. If you would like to suggest a book or other 
source for inclusion in the next edition, preferably from an academic journal or well-
established research institute, please check the appendix at the end of this 
bibliography that lists our standards for inclusion and the method to contact us.

If you are using this bibliography as a PDF, then you can easily search within the 
document using the search tool (at the top), and you can navigate to new sections 
using the bookmarks feature (the menu opens on your left).

Do not confine your research to a single section of this bibliography. Each 
publication is added to a single section of this bibliography, but is likely to be 
relevant to other sections as well. For example, if you are researching opium 
cultivation, there will likely be relevant sources to be found in the sections on war 
and conflict, agriculture, economics, development, etcetera. The same applies to 
many other topics of research. 

Afghanistan-Analysts.org 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
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1. Ethnic Groups

1.1 Baluch  
1.2 Hazara 
1.3 Kyrgyz 
1.4 Nuristani  
1.5 Pashai  
1.6 Pashtun 
1.7 Tajik 
1.8 Turkmen 
1.9 Uzbek 
1.10 Various/Other groups 

Note: The sources in this section are not confined strictly to ethnographies. And in regards to Pashtuns and 
Baluchis, some classic ethnographies from Pakistan are included.  

1.1 Baluch 

Books and Book Chapters 

Boedeker, Just. 2018.  ‘Adapting to three decades 
of uncertainty: The flexibility of social institutions 
among Baloch groups in Afghanistan’, in Modern 
Afghanistan: The Impact of 40 Years of War. Edited 
by M. Nazif Shahrani. Indiana University Press. 

Hughes, A. W. 2007. The Country of Balochistan: 
Its Geography, Topography, Ethnology, and 
History. Elibron Classics. Unabridged reprint from 
1877.  

Orywal, Erwin. 2006. ‘Krieg und Kampf in 
Afghanistan’, in Wegweiser zur Geschichte 
Afghanistans. Militärgeschichtliches 
Forschungsamt. Edited by B. Chiari.  Schöningh. 

Orywal, Erwin. 1996. ‘Periphery and identity: 
processes of detribalization among the Baloch of 
Afghanistan’, in Marginality and Modernity: 
Ethnicity and Change in Post-colonial Balochistan. 
Edited by Paul Titus. Oxford University Press. 

Orywal, Erwin. 1986. ‘Qaum-e Baluch: Ideologie 
und Realität’, in Die ethnischen Gruppen 
Afghanistans. Fallstudien zu Gruppenidentität und 
Intergruppenbeziehungen. Edited by E. Orywal. 
Beihefte zum Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients 
(TAVO), Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag. 

Orywal, Erwin. 1982. Die Baluch in Afghanisch-
Sistan. Wirtschaft und sozio-politische 
Organisation in Nimruz, SW-Afghanistan. Reimer 
Verlag. 

Pastner, Stephen L. 1978. ‘Baluch’, in Muslim 
Peoples: A World Ethnographic Survey.  Edited by 
Richard V. Weeks. Greenwood Press. 

Pehrson R. and F. Barth. 1966. The Social 
Organization of the Marri Baluch. Viking Fund 
Publications in Anthropology. 

Salzman, Phillip Carl. 2000. The Black Tents of 
Baluchistan. Smithsonian Institution Press.  

Wirsing, R.G. 1981. The Baluchis and Pathans. 
Minority Rights Group. 

Journal Articles and Reports 

Ahmed, Akbar. 1980. ‘The impact of Afghan 
refuges on ethnicity and politics in Baluchistan’, 
Central Asian Survey, Vol. 9, No. 3.  

Balland, D. & Benoist, A. 1982. ‘Nomades et semi-
nomades Baluc d’Afghanistan’, Revue Geographic 
de l’Est, No. 22.  

Boyajian, Vahe. 2000. ‘On Baluchi Separatism’, Iran 
and Caucasus, Vol. 3-4. 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
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Jetly, Rajshree. 2004. ‘Baluch ethnicity and 
nationalism (1971-81): an assessment’, Asian 
Ethnicity, Vol. 5, No. 1. 
 
Orywal, Erwin. 1985. ‘Baluch Ethnicity in 
Afghanistan’, Newsletter of Baluchistan Studies, 
Vol. 2. 
 
Titus, P. and N. Swidler. 2000. ‘Knights, not Pawns: 
ethno-nationalism and regional dynamics in post-
colonial Balochistan’, International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 32, No. 1. 
 
 
 

1.2 Hazara 
 
Books and Book Chapters 
 
Bindemann, Rolf. 2015. ‘The political 
reconstruction of Afghanistan: The Hazaras a 
hundred years after Abdur Rahman’, in 
Afghanistan: Identity, Society and Politics Since 
1980. Edited by Micheline Centlivres-Demont. IB 
Tauris. 
 
Bindemann, Rolf. 2002. ‘Hazara research and 
Hazara nationalism 1978-89’ in Afghanistan – a 
Country Without a State? Edited by Christine 
Noelle-Karimi et al. IKO.  
 
Bindemann, Rolf. 1987. Religion und Politik bei den 
schi'itischen Hazâra in Afghanistan, Iran und 
Pakistan. Verlag Das Arabische Buch. 
 
Canfield, Robert L. 2007. ‘Recollections of a Hazara 
wedding in the 1930s’, in Every Life in Central Asia. 
Edited by Jeff Sahadeo and Russell Zanca. Indiana 
University Press. 
 
Canfield, Robert L. 1978. ‘Hazara’, in Muslim 
Peoples: A World Ethnographic Survey. Edited by 
Richard V. Weeks. Greenwood Press. 
 
Canfield, Robert L. 1973. Faction and Conversion in 
a Plural Society: Religious Alignments in the Hindu 
Kush. University of Michigan. 
 
Chiovenda, Melissa Kerr. 2018. ‘Hazara civil society 
activists and local, national, and international 
political institutions’, in Modern Afghanistan: The 
Impact of 40 Years of War. Edited by M. Nazif 
Shahrani. Indiana University Press. 
 
Chiovenda, Melissa Kerr. 2015. ‘Ethnic Hazaras 
Understanding of Marginality in Bamyan, 

Afghanistan’, in State, Society, and Minorities in 
South and Southeast Asia. Edited by Sunil Kukreja. 
Lexington. 
 
Dulling, G. K. 1973. The Hazaragi Dialect of Afghan 
Persian: A Preliminary Study. Central Asian 
Research Centre.  
 
Farr, Grant. 2016. ‘The Hazara of Central 
Afghanistan’, in Disappearing Peoples? Edited by 
Barbara Brower and Barbara Rose Johnston. 
Routledge. 
 
Ferdinand, Klaus. 1959. Preliminary Notes on 
Hazara Culture: The Danish Scientific Mission to 
Afghanistan, 1953-55. E. Munksgaard. 
 
Grevemeyer, Jan-Heeren. 1985. Ethnizität und 
Nationalismus: die afghanischen Hazaras zwischen 
Emanzipation, Widerstand gegen die sowjetischen 
Besatzer und Burgerkrieg. Verlag Das Arabische 
Buch. 
 
Ibrahimi, Niamatullah. 2017. The Hazaras and the 
Afghan State: Rebellion, Exclusion and the Struggle 
for Recognition. Oxford University Press. 
 
Kakar, M. Hasan 1973. The Pacification of the 
Hazaras of Afghanistan. Afghanistan Council, Asia 
Society. 
 
Monsutti, Alessandro. 2005. War and Migration: 
Social Networks and Economic Strategies of the 
Hazaras of Afghanistan. Routledge. 
 
Mousavi, Sayed Askar. 1997. The Hazaras of 
Afghanistan: An Historical, Cultural, Economic, and 
Political Study. St. Martin’s Press.  
 
Owtadolajam (Oftaadeh-Jam), Muhammad. 2006. 
A Sociological Study of Hazara Tribe in Balochistan: 
an analysis of socio-cultural change. University of 
Karachi PhD dissertation (1976). Hazaragi 
Academy. 
 
Poladi, Hassan. 1989. The Hazaras. Mughal 
Publishing. 
 
Journal Articles and Reports  

 
Bacon, E. 1951. ‘An Inquiry into the History of the 
Hazara Mongols of Afghanistan’, Southwestern 
Journal of Anthropology, No. 7.  
 

Baiza, Yahia. 2014. ‘The Hazaras of Afghanistan 
and their Shi'a Orientation: An Analytical Historical 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
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Survey’, Journal of Shi'a Islamic Studies, Vol. 7, No. 
2. 
 
Canfield, Robert L. 2004. ‘New trends among the 
Hazaras: from “the amity of the wolves” to “the 
practice of brotherhood”’, Iranian Studies, Vol. 37, 
No. 2.  
 
Canfield, Robert L. 1972. Hazara Integration into 
the Afghan Nation: Some Changing Relations 
Between the Hazaras and Afghan Officials. Asia 
Society, Occasional Paper No. 3.  
 
Chiovenda, Melissa Kerr. 2014. ‘The illumination of 
marginality: how ethnic Hazaras in Bamyan, 
Afghanistan, perceive the lack of electricity as 
discrimination’, Central Asian Survey, Vol. 33, No. 
4. 
 
Chiovenda, Melissa Kerr. 2014. ‘Sacred Blasphemy: 
Global and Local Views of the Destruction of the 
Bamyan Buddha Statues in Afghanistan’, Journal of 
Muslim Minority Affairs, Volume 34, Issue 4. 
 
Dianous, H. 1961. ‘Hazaras et Mongols en 
Afghanistan’, Orient, No. 5. 
 

Dupree, L. 1963. ‘The Green and the Black’, AUFS, 
Fieldstaff Reports, South Asia Series, Vol. 7, No. 7.  
 

Emadi, Hafizullah. 1997. ‘The Hazaras and their 
role in the political transformation in Afghanistan’, 
Central Asian Survey, Vol. 16, No. 3. 
 

Ferdinand, K. 1964. ‘Ethnographical Notes on the 
Chahar Aimaq, Hazara and Moghol’, Acta 
Orientalia, No. 28.  
 

Harpviken, Kristian Berg. 1998. ‘The Hazaras of 
Afghanistan: an historical, cultural, economic, and 
political study’, Central Asian Survey, Vol. 17, No. 
3.  
 
Human Rights Watch. 2001. ‘Massacres of Hazaras 
in Afghanistan’, Human Rights Watch Report, Vol. 
13, No. 1(C). Read online. 
 
Ibrahimi, Niamatullah. 2009. ‘The Dissipation of 
Political Capital among Afghanistan's Hazaras: 
2001-2009’, Crisis States Working Paper No. 51. 
 
Ibrahimi, Niamatullah. 2006. ‘The Failure of a 
Clerical Proto-State: Hazarajat, 1979-84’, Crisis 
States Research Centre, Working Paper No. 6.  
 

Marie, Farzana. 2013. ‘Confronting Misconstrued 
Histories: Creativity Strategies in the Hazara 
Struggle toward Identity and Healing’, Arizona 
Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, No. 2. PDF. 
 
Monsutti, Alessandro. 2004. ‘Cooperation, 
remittances, and kinship among the Hazaras’, 
Iranian Studies, Vol. 37, No. 2.  
 
Pant, Harsh V. 2012. ‘Afghanistan: The Status of 
the Shi'ite Hazara Minority’, Journal of Muslim 
Minority Affairs, Volume 32, Issue 1. 
 
Razait, Husain and Tony Pearson. 2002. ‘The 
Hazara People of Afghanistan: A century of 
Persecution’, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. PDF. 
 
Saikal, Amin. 2012. ‘Afghanistan: The Status of the 
Shi'ite Hazara Minority’, Journal of Muslim 
Minority Affairs, Vol. 32, Issue 1. 
 
Suroush, Qayoom. 2015. ‘Hazaras in the 
Crosshairs? A scrutiny of recent incidents’, 
Afghanistan Analysts Network. PDF. 
 
Uhrig, R. 1999. ‘Die Ethnie der Hazara in 
Afghanistan’, Internationales Asienforum, Vol. 30, 
No. 1-2. 
 
Dissertations and Theses 
 
Adlparvar, N. 2015. When glass breaks, it becomes 
sharper": de-constructing ethnicity in the Bamyan 
Valley, Afghanistan. PhD dissertation, University of 
Sussex. PDF. 
 
Bacon, Elizabeth Emaline. 1951. The Hazara 
Mongols of Afghanistan: a study in social 
organization. PhD dissertation, University of 
California. 
 
Creasy, Jennifer Ruth. 2009. The religious identity 
of the Hazaras of Afghanistan and modern day 
Pakistan. Master’s thesis, University of Glasgow. 
PDF.  
 
Harpviken, Kristian Berg. 1995. Political 
mobilisation among the Hazara of Afghanistan. 
PhD dissertation, University of Oslo. 
 
Hussain, Mohammad. 2003. The Hazaras of 
Afghanistan: a study of ethnic relations. Master’s 
thesis, McGill University. 
 
Sarabi, Humayun. 2006. Politics and Modern 
History of Hazara Sectarian Politics in Afghanistan. 
Master’s thesis, Tufts University.  

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
http://www.hrw.org/legacy/reports/2001/afghanistan/
https://journals.uair.arizona.edu/index.php/azjis/article/view/16925/16715
http://5mips2008.pbworks.com/f/HazaraBook+copy.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/hazaras-in-the-crosshairs-a-scrutiny-of-recent-incidents/?format=pdf
http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/56083/1/Adlparvar%2C_Naysan.pdf
http://theses.gla.ac.uk/1277/01/2009CreasyMTh.pdf
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1.3 Kyrgyz 
 
Books and Book Chapters 
 
Ali, Aziz, et al. 2016. ‘Survival in the Frontiers: Yak 
husbandry of Kyrgyz communities in the Pamir 
region of Afghanistan’, in Yak on the Move. Edited 
by Wu Ning. ICIMOD. PDF. 
 
Callahan, Ted. 2012. ‘Pastoral production 
strategies and market orientation of the Afghan 
Kirghiz’, in Pastoral Practices in High Asia. Edited 
by Hermann Kreutzmann. Springer. 
 
Dor, R. and C. Naumann. 1978. Die Kirghisen des 
afghanischen Pamir. Graz.  
 
Dor, R. 1975. ‘Contribution à l’étude des Kirghiz du 
Pamir Afghan’, in Grosser Pamir. 
Edited by R. de Grancy, R. and R. Kostka. Akad. Dr. 
u. Vlg.-Anstalt. 
 
Callahan, Ted. 2016. ‘Khans, Kings, Communists, 
Warlords and Presidents: Afghan Kirghiz 
Socioeconomic Strategies for Extorting and 
Extracting from the State’, in Mapping Transition 
in the Pamirs. Edited by Hermann Kreutzmann and 
Teiji Watanabe. Springer. 
 
Callahan, Ted. 2012. ‘Pastoral Production 
Strategies and Market Orientation of the Afghan 
Kirghiz’, in Pastoral practices in High Asia. Edited 
by Hermann Kreutzmann. Springer. 
 
Shahrani, M. Nazif. 1981. ‘Growing in Respect: 
Aging Among the Kirghiz of Afghanistan’, in Other 
Ways of Growing Old. Edited by Pamela Amoss and 
Steven Harrell. Stanford University Press. 
 
Shahrani, M. Nazif. 2002/1979. The Kirghiz and 
Wakhi of Afghanistan: Adaptation to Closed 
Frontiers and War. University of Washington Press.  
 
Shahrani, M. Nazif. 1978. ‘The Retention of 
Pastoralism Among the Kirghiz of the Afghan 
Pamirs’, in Himalayan Anthropology: The Indo-
Tibetan Interface. Edited by J.F. Fisher. Mouton 
Publishers. 
 
Journal Articles and Reports 
 
Callahan, Ted. 2007. ‘The Kyrgyz of the Afghan 
Pamir Ride On’, Nomadic Peoples 
Vol. 11, No. 1. 
 

Kazemi, S. Reza. 2012. ‘On the Roof of the World: 
The Last Kyrgyz in Afghanistan’, Afghanistan 
Analysts Network. PDF. 
 
Kokaisl, Petr. 2013. ‘The lifestyles and changes in 
culture of Afghan Kyrgyz and Kyrgyz in Kyrgyzstan’, 
Asian Ethnicity, Vol. 14, No. 4. PDF. 
 
Kovanis, Sophia. 2013. ‘Australia and the Kyrgyz of 
Afghanistan: A cross-cultural case study’, Culture 
Scope, No. 101. 
 
Kreutzmann, Hermann. 2003. ‘Ethnic minorities 
and marginality in the Pamirian Knot: Survival of 
Wakhi and Kyrgyz in a Harsh Environment and 
Global Contexts’, The Geographical Journal, Vol. 
169, No. 3. 
 
Shahrani, M. Nazif. 1986. ‘The Kirghiz Khans: Styles 
and Substance of Traditional Local Leadership in 
Central Asia’, Central Asian Survey, Vol. 5, No. 3/4. 
 
Shahrani, M. Nazif. 1976. ‘Kirghiz Pastoralists of 
the Afghan Pamirs: An Ecological and Ethnographic 
Overview’, Folk, No. 18. 
 
Soelberg, Jens, and Anna K. Jäger. 2016. 
‘Comparative ethnobotany of the Wakhi 
agropastoralist and the Kyrgyz nomads of 
Afghanistan’, Journal of Ethnobiology and 
Ethnomedicine, Vol. 12, No. 1. 
 
Dissertations and Theses 
 
Callahan Jr, Edward M. 2013. To rule the roof of 
the world: Power and patronage in Afghan Kyrgyz 
society. PhD dissertation, Boston University. 
 
Straub, David. 2013. The Ismailis and Kirghiz of the 
Upper Amu Darya and Pamirs in Afghanistan: A 
micro-history of delineating international borders. 
Master’s thesis, Indiana University. PDF. 

 
 
 

1.4 Nuristani  
 
Books and Book Chapters 
 
Buddruss, Georg. 1974. ‘Some Reflections on a 
Kafir Myth’, in Cultures of the Hindukush. Selected 
Papers from the Hindu-Kush Cultural Conference 
held at Moesgård, 1970. Edited by Karl Jettmar 
and Lennart Edelberg. Wiesbaden. 
 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
http://lib.icimod.org/record/31938/files/ICIMOD-Yak-2016.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/on-the-roof-of-the-world-the-last-kyrgyz-in-afghanistan/?format=pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Petr_Kokaisl/publication/262850031_The_lifestyles_and_changes_in_culture_of_Afghan_Kyrgyz_and_Kyrgyz_in_Kyrgyzstan/links/55ae36d008ae98e661a5a24f.pdf?inViewer=0&pdfJsDownload=0&origin=publication_detail
https://pahar.in/mountains/Books%20and%20Articles/Afghanistan/2013%20The%20Ismailis%20and%20Kirghiz%20of%20the%20Upper%20Amu%20Darya%20and%20Pamirs%20in%20Afghanistan%20by%20Straub.pdf
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Cacopardo, Alberto M. and Ruth Laila Schmidt 
(editors). 2006.  My Heartrendingly Tragic Story. 
ShaikhMuhammad Abdullah Khan 'Azar'. Novus. 

Dupaigne, Bernard. 2002. ‘Le Kafiristan ou les 
descendants d’Alexandre’; ‘Le Nuristan’, in 
Afghanistan, une histoire millénaire. Réunion des 
Musées Nationaux - Musée Guimet. 

Dupree, Louis. 1978. ‘Nuristani’, Muslim Peoples: A 
World Ethnographic Survey. Edited by in Richard V. 
Weeks. Greenwood Press. 

Edelberg, Lennart. 1965. Nuristanske Sølvpokaler. 
Archaeological Society, Aarhus. 

Edelberg, Lennart. 1984. Nuristani Buildings. 
Aarhus. 

Edelberg, Lennart, and Schuyler Jones. 
1979.  Nuristan. Akademische Druck- u. 

Frembgen, Jürgen. 1983. Religiöse Funktionsträger 
in Nuristan. VGH. 

Jettmar, Karl. 1975. Die Religionen des Hindukusch. 
Stuttgart. 

Jettmar, Karl. 1986. The Religions of the 
Hindukush. Vol. 1: The Religion of the Kafirs. 
London (revised translation of Jettmar 1975). 
Oxford & IBH Publishing . 

Jones, Schuyler. 1966/1969. An Annotated 
Bibliography of Nuristan (Kafiristan) and the 
Kalash Kafirs of Chitral, 2 parts. Copenhagen. Ejnar 
Munskgaard. 

Jones, Schuyler. 1967. The Political Organization of 
the Kam Kafirs: A Preliminary Analysis. The Royal 
Danish Academy of Science and Letters. 

Jones, Schuyler. 1974.  Men of Influence in 
Nuristan. Seminar Press.  

Katz, David J. 1984. ‘Responses to Central 
Authority in Nuristan: the case of the Vaygal Valley 
Kalasha’, in Revolutions and Rebellions in 
Afghanistan. Edited by M. Nazif Shahrani and 
Robert L. Canfield. Institute of International 
Studies. 

Klimburg, Max. 2001. ‘The present situation in 
Nuristan’, in Afghanistan – A Country without a 
State? Edited by C. Noelle. Verl. für Interkulturelle 
Kommunikation. 

Klimburg, Max. 1999.  The Kafirs of the Hindu Kush: 
Art and Society of the Waigal and Ashkun Kafirs. 
Franz Steiner Verlag.  

Ovesen, Jan. 1983. ‘The Construction of Ethnic 
Identities: The Nuristani and Pashai of Eastern 
Afghanistan’, in Identity: Personal and Socio-
Cultural. Edited by Anita Jacobsen-Widding. Acta 
Universitatis Upsaliensis.  

Ovesen, J. 1986. ‘The construction of ethnic 
identities: the Nurestani and Pashai’, in Die 
ethnischen Gruppen Afghanistans: Fallstudien zu 
Gruppenidentitat un Intergruppenbeziehungen. 
Edited by Erwin Orywal. Reichert.  

Robertson, George Scott. 1896. The Kafirs of the 
Hindu-Kush. Laurence & Bullen. 

Scheibe, Arnold (editor). 1937. Deutsche im 
Hindukusch. Bericht der Deutschen Hindukusch-
Expedition 1935 der Deutschen 
Forschungsgemeinschaft. Berlin. 

Snoy, Peter. 1962. Die Kafiren. Formen der 
Wirtschaft und geistigen Kultur. Frankfurt. 

Strand, Richard F. 1984 ‘The Evolution of Anti-
Communist Resistance in Eastern Nuristan,’ in 
Revolutions and Rebellions in Afghanistan. Edited 
by M. Nazif Shahrani and Robert L. Canfield. 
Institute of International Studies. 

Strand, Richard F. 1984. ‘Nuristanis’, in Muslim 
Peoples (2nd Edition). Edited by Richard V. Weekes. 
Greenwood Press. 

Strand, Richard F. 1974. ‘A Note on Rank, Political 
Leadership and Government among the Pre-
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3.6 Taliban Studies  
 
Note: This section includes the Haqqani Network and covers the period post-2001. For research from before 
this era, consult section 3.2 above. 
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will need to pay for the article (up to $40). There are, however, several other ways to 
get these articles. 

What you should do first is a simple Google search, as gated and paywalled articles 
do get posted online (by their authors or others) or made open access by the 
publisher. 

Next, you can try to use Unpaywall, a browser extension. It is mostly for open access 
articles, but occasionally it does turn up gated/paywalled journal articles. 

If neither of these tactics work, then you should join both Academia.edu and 
ResearchGate. Researchers on these websites often post copies of their articles and 
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https://www.researchgate.net/
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articles by other authors. Usually you need to be a signed-up member to download 
articles. 
 
If you still can’t get the article you need, then you can try asking on Twitter or 
Facebook (especially if you have followers or friends at universities). Someone may 
have easy and quick institutional access. 
 
Finally, you can also send an email to the article’s author asking for a PDF of their 
article. Most researchers are quite happy to have people read their research.  
 
Books 
 
Obviously, you can buy the book or go to a local library. Check your local university’s 
library as well (if you country allows non-students to use the university library). 
 
If a library does not have a copy of the book you need, they can borrow a copy from 
another library in a system known as “InterLibrary Loans.” This system is common at 
public and university libraries in developed countries. Ask your librarian about the 
system. If you are wondering how close the book you need is, go on Worldcat and 
search the book you need (and enter your location after you search). 
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Appendix B. How to get your publication listed in this bibliography 
 
 
Did we miss a previous publication? 
 
There is no search method that finds 100% of publications, so we may have missed 
your publication. Send us the citation and a suggestion for what section of the 
bibliography you think it should be included in. 
 
Do you have a publication that has been published since this edition of the 
bibliography was published? 
 
We will probably find it on our own for the next edition. But if you want to be sure, 
feel free to email a citation to us (Harvard bibliography citation style is fine). 
 
Is your publication miscategorised? 
 
It is hard to categorise every publication perfectly. If you feel we have put your 
publication in the wrong section, let us know. 
 
Can we put your publication in multiple sections? 
 
No. Unfortunately that would result in a bibliography that is far too lengthy. 
 
Standards for inclusion in the bibliography 
 
We compile citations of books, academic journal articles, research reports and 
theses. We do not include blog posts, news articles, raw data, opinion-editorial 
articles, undergraduate work, working drafts, conference drafts, unpublished work, 
or publications that are too short or lacking in use of secondary sources. 
 
For example, publications may be excluded if they are: 
 

• Less than 5 pages of PDF text (minus the bibliography page and title page) 

• Less than 4000 words. 

• Less than 10 footnotes, links, references, citations combined. 
 
Exceptions to these standards will be made for some publications that are based on 
fieldwork in Afghanistan. 
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Predatory Open Access Publications 
 
Any article published through a journal or publisher that is listed as a predatory 
publisher or a hijacked journal will not be included. If you payed a publisher any fee 
whatsoever to publish your open-access article, then it will only be included if the 
journal or publisher is NOT listed on Beall’s List or Stop Predatory Journals or 
Scholarly Open Access’ list of predatory journals. 
 
The bibliography excludes all publications that are outside the scope of this 
bibliography: 
 

• Publications not in English (exception for ethnographies) 

• Medicine, psychiatry and related fields 

• Fine arts: poetry, literature, art, music, architecture (unless there is a strong 
analysis of the social and political aspects). 

• All pre-1979 history (an exception is made for ethnographies). 

• Archaeology 

• Memoirs: especially soldier and NGO worker memoirs, as well as local Afghan 
memoirs and autobiographies (exception is made for high profile figures such 
as Afghan leaders, NATO/ISAF generals, etc.) 

• Master's theses that are not available online. 

• Publications that are not available (either online, through subscription, for 
sale, or in a library). 

• Publications that are data dumps with little to no analysis (especially 
government documents). 

• Publications that are regularly updated (e.g., quarterly reports). An exception 
is made for the most recent reports (example: UNAMA reports) 

• Book reviews and review essays 
 
 
This bibliography also excludes Afghan-related studies that do not focus on 
Afghanistan's people or politics: 
 

• All hard sciences (biology, chemistry, etc.). 

• Geology or mining studies that don't have a analysis of the social and political 
aspects. 

• Agricultural studies that don't have a analysis of the social and political 
aspects. 

• Military studies of Afghan war veterans in the west. 

• Military studies that don't have a strong component of analysing the Afghan 
context. 

• Studies of public opinion in the west. 

• Studies of NATO/ISAF country's Afghanistan policies that don't have a strong 
component of Afghanistan analysis. 

• Media studies that are not focused on Afghan media. 
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• Refugee/asylum studies from the West that do not have a strong Afghanistan 
component. 

 
 
Contact us 
 
If your publication is not in one of the excluded categories listed above, then please 
email us the citation: Bibliography@afghanistan-analysts.org  
 
If you write out the citation in the text of your email, that will greatly assist us 
(copying and pasting is easier than following a link to your publication). 
 
This email address is a no-reply address. The emails may not be read until the next 
edition of the bibliography is being created. 
 
Do not send an email to the person who compiled this bibliography, as they may not 
again be the next person to compile sources for a new edition. 
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Appendix C. Other Afghanistan Bibliographies 
 
 
Previous Editions 
 
Note: The 1st through 6th Editions of The Afghanistan Analyst Bibliography (2006 to 
2011) and The Afghanistan Analyst Conflict Bibliography (2012), compiled by 
Christian Bleuer, are the precursors of this bibliography. 
 
 
Timothy Mathews’ Afghanistan Law Bibliography 
 
Timothy Mathews has compiled a specialised Afghanistan Law Bibliography that is up 
to a 4th edition: PDF. This bibliography is “intended to be an up-to-date resource for 
legal study and research pertaining to modern Afghanistan (1747 and later).” 
 
 
Comprehensive Bibliographies for the pre-2001 Era 
 
Note: these bibliographies include themes that are excluded from the Afghanistan 
Analyst Bibliography, including pre-1979 history, linguistics, fine arts, fiction, etc. 
 

Bleaney, C.H. and Marıá Ángeles Gallego. 2006. Afghanistan: A Bibliography. 
Leiden: Brill. 
 
Jones, Schuyler. 1992. Afghanistan. Santa Barbara, CA: Clio Press. 
 
MacLachlan, Keith, William Whittaker. 1983. A bibliography of Afghanistan: A 
working bibliography of materials on Afghanistan with special reference to 
economic and social change in the twentieth century. Cambridge: Middle East 
et North African Studies Press. 
 
Wahab, Shaista. 1995. Arthur Paul Afghanistan Collection Bibliography. 
Lincoln, Nebraska: Dageforde Publishers and the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. 
 
Wahab, Shaista. 2000. Arthur Paul Afghanistan Collection Bibliography, 
Volume II: English and European Languages. Lincoln, Nebraska: Dageforde 
Publishers and the University of Nebraska at Omaha. PDF. 
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Appendix D. Libraries and archives in Afghanistan 
 
 
Using public libraries in Afghanistan is a frustrating process, as outline in this article 
by AAN’s Qayoom Suroush. This is related to the overall problem of poor information 
management and low funding for libraries and archives in Afghanistan, as noted in 
this AAN article (PDF) by Royce Wiles. 
 
However, there are two good options for researchers in Kabul. 
 
The first option is the library at the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit 
(AREU). As noted on their website, the AREU library “has over 20,000 books, 
periodicals, collections of rare books (Afghanistan annals, Afghan laws since 1920) 
and is fully searchable online. Library services include internet connectivity, access to 
JSTOR, photocopying of materials, and pdf files.” Visit their website for more 
information. Note that JSTOR offers access to many gate journal articles. 
 
The second option is the Afghanistan Center at Kabul University (ACKU). The library 
has not only books, but also primary documents: “ACKU holds the region’s most 
extensive collection of primary resources on Afghanistan and makes them accessible 
through online databases. Currently, ACKU has a collection of more than 150,000 
documents.” Visit their website for more information. 
 
The American University of Afghanistan’s library resources are available for students 
and staff only. 
 
 
Online Libraries and Archives 
 
For historians of the 1870 to 1930 period, the Afghanistan Digital Library may be 
valuable. 
 
For more contemporary Afghanistan documents, try AfghanData.org, a joint project 
of the Afghanistan Center at Kabul University and the University of Arizona. 
 
Library Collections Outside of Afghanistan 
 
Note: the resources listed below will mostly be of interest to historians. 
 
The Library of Congress in Washington, DC, has over 27,000 items related to 
Afghanistan, with almost 12,000 items being available online. Click here to view 
search results. As with all online archives, the items available online are works that 
are not copyrighted or whose copyright has expired. This means that you will not be 
able to download contemporary books or journal articles. Anybody may use the 
Library of Congress in person to read the copyrighted publications. 

https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/reading-in-kabul-the-state-of-afghan-libraries/
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https://areu.org.af/library
http://acku.edu.af/blog/category/our-programs/library/
https://www.auaf.edu.af/academics/library/library-collections/
http://afghanistandl.nyu.edu/
http://www.afghandata.org/
https://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=Afghanistan&new=true&st=
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The largest collection of Afghanistan material in the United States is The Arthur Paul 
Afghanistan Collection at the University of Nebraska-Omaha. As noted on their 
website, “Currently the Arthur Paul Afghanistan Collection holds more than 12,000 
titles. The Collection contains materials on all subject areas pertaining to Afghan life 
and culture which includes economics, education, folklore, law, agriculture, 
language, architecture, geology, geography, history and literature. Documents in this 
collection are in more than 24 different languages. However, the majority of the 
materials are in English, Persian/Dari, and Pashto languages.” 
 
For historians of the British in Afghanistan (1808 to 1948), the records of the India 
Office are available at the British Library. Those records that are available online can 
be found here. 
 
In Switzerland the Centlivres Afghanistan Collection has many documents and 
publications, from the 1950s to the present. 
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