Joint Statement Adopted at the Conclusion of the Seventh
Trilateral Summit of the Presidents of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the
Republic of Turkey

Ankara, 11-12 December 2012

His Excellency Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, His
Excellency Asif Ali Zardari, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and His
Excellency Abdullah Gil, President of the Republic of Turkey held their seventh
Trilateral Summit Meeting in Ankara on 11 and 12 December 2012.

The three Presidents also held cordial exchange of views together with His Excellency
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey.

At their Trilateral Summit Meeting, the Presidents,

Underscoring the valuable contribution that the Trilateral Summit Process has made to
the dialogue and cooperation among the three countries through its six Summit
Meetings since 2007 and the joint work carried out based on the decisions thereof,

Aware of the crucial importance of connectivity among the three brotherly countries, at
the level of their people, institutions, infrastructures and economies,

Noting the need for further developing the transport connectivity among the three
countries as a basis for increased economic cooperation,

Reiterating the crucial importance of regional cooperation for addressing regional
challenges,

Mindful of the importance of the efforts of the High Peace Council of Afghanistan in
bringing peace to Afghanistan and thus also contributing to regional stability; also
welcoming the recent visit of its Chairman Mr. Salahuddin Rabbani to Pakistan and
taking note of important initiatives taken by Pakistan in support of the peace and
reconciliation process in Afghanistan,

Recognizing the common challenge posed by terrorism, extremism and narcotics
trafficking as a major threat to regional peace, security and stability, and in this
context, especially, denouncing strongly the recent terrorist attacks on Asadullah
Khalid, Director of National Security of Afghanistan; and on Malala Yusufzai, an icon
of girls’ education in Pakistan, and wishing them both a speedy recovery,

Welcoming the progress achieved in the Istanbul Process for a Secure and Stable
Afghanistan and reiterating their strong commitment to the Process as a regional



political dialogue platform and the development of confidence building measures
within its framework, and looking forward to the success of the Baku and Astana
meetings next year,

Reaffirming their commitment to the decisions of the Regional Economic Cooperation
Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA-V) held in Dushanbe on 27 March 2012,

Welcoming the Regional Conference on Countering Narcotics held in Islamabad on 12
November 2012 as an important regional initiative to address this significant
challenge,

Recognizing the value of the efforts of regional organizations and initiatives, such as
the Economic Cooperation Organization which held its 12th Summit in Baku on 16
October 2012,

Noting the commitment made by the international community tothe future
of Afghanistan in the Bonn, Chicago and Tokyo Conferences held since the sixth
Trilateral Summit Meeting,

Decided the following:

1. In its sixth year, the Trilateral Ankara Summit Process has proven its worth as a
platform for high level dialogue, security cooperation and economic development
partnership,

2. Noted the results of the Trilateral Foreign Ministers Meeting with the participation of
the Chairman of the High Peace Council of Afghanistan and high level officials of
relevant agencies, where the latest efforts of the peace and reconciliation process in
Afghanistan was discussed extensively,

3. Based on the comprehensive exchanges of views among the relevant Ministers and
high ranking officials, including the Chairman of the High Peace Council of
Afghanistan, reiterated their determination to intensify the cooperation among the
three countries in Afghan-led and Afghan owned peace and reconciliation efforts and
address the security challenges affecting the region, in this regard a joint working
group comprising relevant agencies of Afghanistan and Pakistan will address the
recent attack on the National Security Director of  Afghanistan,

4. Expressed their resolve to foster connectivity among the institutions of the three
brotherly countries, the hotline communication system being recently established
among the presidential offices setting a concrete example in this regard,

5. Further emphasized the need to use the full potential of the three countries in order
to achieve the development objectives for the prosperity of their peoples, recognizing
the need to improve the transport connectivity among the three partner countries,

6. In this regard, welcomed the results of the Trilateral Meeting of Ministers



Responsible for Transport, whereby the inter modal goods transport capacity among
the parties will be enhanced, utilizing the full potential of existing regional transport
infrastructure and legal framework, in particular with close cooperation among
authorities responsible for railways,

7. Welcomed the results of the Trilateral Interior Ministers’ Meeting, which identified
the need to improve cooperation in border management in order to address all cross-
border challenges, including terrorism, narcotics and human trafficking,

8. Regarding the already existing trilateral military cooperation which was discussed
among the Highest Level Military Officials prior to the Summit, emphasized that the
ongoing joint military training programmes and exercises which provide invaluable
opportunities to share experience and foster connectivity among the armed forces of
the three countries as well as improving their inter operability, should be continued
and expanded, the Joint Special Forces and Natural Disaster Search and Rescue
Exercise, conducted among the armed forces of the three countries between 5-9
November 2012 in Ankara, was highly commended in this regard,

9. Expressed their conviction that the Trilateral Trade Council being established today
will allow the three countries to connect their economic and trade institutions closer in
order to realize the full potential in the economic and trade partnership among
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkey,

10. Reiterated their support for the Istanbul Forum mechanism, comprising the apex
organizations of the private sectors of the three countries, welcomed the work of the
Forum for strengthening logistics connectivity among the three countries and further to
Eurasia, and appreciated their efforts to foster connectivity among entrepreneurs,

11. Tasked senior officials to review and expand the list of concrete cooperation
projects based on the Ankara Summit Process decisions and follow-up their
implementation.

His Excellency Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, His
Excellency Asif Ali Zardari, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan conveyed
their thanks to His Excellency Abdullah Gil, President of the Republic of Turkey and
to the Government and brotherly people of Turkey for hosting the seventh Trilateral
Summit.



