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"When I opened my eyes, both my legs had been amputated. I liMed my hands; 
they felt incredibly light. Both my hands had been severed, too. A lump formed 
in my throat; I couldn't speak." 
Twelve migrants, aged between 13 and 25, told BBC Afghan Forensic that they 
were among a group of 50 people beaten and robbed by Turkish border 
guards—and subsequently leM to their fate in the snow—while a7empAng to 
reach Europe. 
Eleven members of this group, including 13-year-old Asım, later lost limbs due 
to frostbite. Five of them stated that they had witnessed at least 20 people 
freeze to death. 
Although Turkey receives internaAonal praise for hosAng one of the world's 
largest refugee populaAons, human rights organizaAons state that the country 
systemaAcally deports large numbers of Afghans without conducAng the 
necessary assessments. 
However, in a statement to BBC Afghan Forensic, the Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs asserted that the country's border security forces act in 
accordance with naAonal and internaAonal law, respect fundamental 
humanitarian values and human dignity, and align with Turkish cultural 
principles. 
A ministry spokesperson further stated that all necessary support—including 
food, water, and medical aid—is provided to detained irregular migrants and 
that "humanitarian aid standards are applied without compromise." 
 
Between January 10 and 20 of this year—days when temperatures plummeted 
to minus 15 degrees Celsius—approximately 50 undocumented Afghan 
migrants were detained in Van, a city in Eastern Anatolia located near the 
Iranian border and considered a major hub for migrant smuggling. 

https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c04yg9qpev6o


Twenty-one-year-old Shahsavar says that, with the help of smugglers, he 
crossed the snowy Iranian border on his fourth a7empt but was detained as 
soon as he entered Van. 
According to Shahsavar, the Turkish police, who were furious, lined the 
migrants up and began beaAng them: 
"AMer beaAng us severely, they held us for several nights in a warehouse where 
snow fell on us. They gave us water and dry bread only once a day." 
 
Alavaldin, a 23-year-old from Nangarhar province, describes his experience as 
follows: 
"It was bi7erly cold. They didn't give us food. They forced us to do heavy labor; 
we had to carry wood and clear snow." 
Alavaldin adds that he was unable to communicate at all with his family or the 
smugglers who had promised to take him to Europe. 
 
Almost all of the 12 people who spoke to BBC Afghan Forensic described being 
taken outside and beaten with iron rods on January 25. 
Alavaldin says that they were forced to crawl face down in the snow, without 
clothes and with their hands Aed, towards a hill: 
"Some people had their heads split open and blood was running down their 
shoulders due to beaAngs by Turkish border forces." 
Şahsavar says that some people have become unable to use their hands due to 
the violence they have experienced. 
"They only leM us a pair of trousers. 
"They also took our shoes and socks. "Then they released us in groups of eight 
at different points towards Iran." 
There was a severe blizzard that night. Almost nothing was visible due to heavy 
snowfall: 
"The trails were blocked with snow. "We didn't know which way to go or if we 
could survive if we stayed there." 
They later learned that a boy in their group, named Daniyal, had lost his 
bearings in the snow at the very beginning and died a short Ame later. 
 
Şahsavar recounts taking shelter beside a large rock, exhausted by hunger and 
the extreme cold. 
Shortly aMer, two children—Ahmet and Asım—joined him, their hands 
completely frozen. 
"When morning came, Asım kept walking," says Şahsavar. "But we were so 
frozen we couldn't even speak." 



"Ahmet was lying in my arms. AMer a while, I realized he had stopped 
breathing." 
A video shared on social media a month later shows Asım being found in the 
snow; he is wet, frozen, and wearing clothing unsuited for the weather. 
When the rescue team asked if he was alone, he pointed in a direcAon, as he 
was too cold to speak. 
According to Şahsavar, this simple gesture by Asım—indicaAng the locaAon of 
the rock—saved his life. 
However, according to 12 people who spoke to BBC Afghan Forensic, their 
ordeal did not end there; they were also denied hospital admission in Iran. 
 
Afghanistan's Embassy in Tehran announced that they took urgent steps to 
idenAfy and improve the health condiAons of some Afghan immigrants who 
were stranded in extreme cold on the Iran-Türkiye border on January 29. 
Four days later, these people were taken by land to Afghanistan's Herat 
province and from there to the capital Kabul for treatment. 
However, by then, the frozen limbs of 11 people, including Shahsavar, had 
begun to darken their bodies. 
Şahsavar explains that the bones in his hands and feet are gradually darkening 
and his whole body is starAng to itch. 
When they reached the hospital in Kabul, his father and brother signed a 
document and were taken into surgery. Here both his legs and both hands were 
cut off. 
According to the World Health OrganizaAon (WHO) and the UK's NaAonal 
Health Service (NHS), cases of frostbite can be treated with rapid intervenAon. 
But for these 11 people, intervenAon came too late. 
 
Şafak Bozkurt, Head of the MigraAon and Asylum Commission at the Van Bar 
AssociaAon’s Human Rights Center, told BBC Afghan Forensic: "We have not 
received any informaAon regarding these specific allegaAons. However, 
pushback incidents do occur in the region, and we are aware of cases involving 
hypothermia." 
Zakira Hikmat, an acAvist based in Türkiye, notes that Afghan migrants have 
reported similar incidents repeatedly since the Taliban seized power in Kabul in 
2021. 
According to Hikmat, the Aghtening of border security measures has driven 
migrants toward far more dangerous routes to enter the country: 
"With the arrival of spring and the melAng of the snow, the bodies of these 
individuals are discovered by villagers and shepherds, who then noAfy the 
security forces." 



Mahmut Keçen, a migrant rights acAvist living in Van, states that the 
mountainous areas most frequently used by Afghans for irregular entry into 
Türkiye pose "serious risks, such as adverse weather condiAons, extreme cold, 
injuries, and abuse by smugglers." 
Keçen notes that he has worked on numerous cases involving Afghans and 
other migrants who have alleged mistreatment, pushbacks, denial of access to 
asylum procedures, and forced returns along the Iran-Turkey border in the Van 
region. 
In reports published in October 2021 and November 2022, Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) documented allegaAons that Afghan asylum seekers were 
beaten, denied access to asylum procedures, and pushed back to Iran by 
Turkish soldiers without due legal process. 
 
Amnesty InternaAonal wrote in a report published in 2022 that Afghan men, 
women and children were sent back unlawfully. 
The report, Atled "They don't treat us like humans," also documented cases of 
shooAngs, arbitrary detenAons, torture and other mistreatment of Afghans by 
authoriAes in Iran and Türkiye. 
However, the spokesperson of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs made the 
following statements in his statement to BBC Afghan Forensic: 
"Such unfounded claims unfairly cast a shadow over Türkiye's successful work 
in combaAng irregular migraAon. 
"Due to its geopoliAcal locaAon on the migraAon route and hosAng a significant 
number of immigrants and refugees, Turkey aims to implement a people-
oriented and sustainable migraAon management system that is compaAble 
with civilizaAonal values. This system strikes a balance between security and 
freedom. 
"In line with this goal, Türkiye effecAvely combats irregular migraAon with an 
understanding that balances internaAonal law, human rights principles and 
public security. 
"Turkey monitors its 560-kilometer border with Iran on a 24-hour basis using 
reconnaissance and surveillance equipment and records all events on the 
border. 
"Thanks to Türkiye's effecAve measures and successful fight against irregular 
migraAon, irregular migraAon flows to the European Union have been almost 
completely stopped." 
BBC Afghan Forensic also asked for comment from Iranian authoriAes regarding 
the allegaAons. 
 
 


